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 Music Policy

“Where words fail, music speaks.”
· Hans Christian Andersen


Music Policy – Weald Primary School
VISION STATEMENT

Independence and self-confidence are viewed as the key drivers to a happy and productive life and these are nurtured sensitively through Character Education and the caring, positive relationships which underpin everything that we do at Weald. Children are encouraged to fulfil their potential through a broad and creative curriculum that meets the needs of all pupils.

Introduction

‘Music has a rare and unique ability to bring people together; music making can make a whole class, school and community feel connected’, as stated in the Music Model Curriculum. All classes need to incorporate music into lessons and help to inspire children, both individually and as part of a wider group. This can be achieved through a variety of practical activities that encourage technical ability, whilst working in harmony with Weald’s character education values. 
Accountability

This policy outlines the learning, teaching, organisation and management of music at Weald Primary School. 

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff. The responsibility for monitoring and review rests with the music co-ordinator. 

The role of the Music Leadership Team / Music Coordinator is to:

· Support colleagues in teaching the subject content and developing their skills in planning, teaching, and assessing Music.
· Update and oversee the audit of resources needed to deliver the curriculum.
· Monitor progression and evaluate the impact of the learning and teaching of Music.
· Review regularly the curriculum content and pedagogy.
· Keep up to date with developments in the teaching and assessment of Music. 
· Present musical achievements around the school’s communal areas to celebrate learning. 
AIMS AND INTENT 
Through our teaching of music, we aim to:

· Deliver lessons of technical quality, ensuring we are teaching methods accurately and using correct terminology that is scaled to the appropriate year group.

· Inspire children to ask questions and be involved in the contents of each lesson.

· Immerse children in sessions of music appreciation, encouraging contribution by ways of expressing feelings and alternative ideas. 
· Develop musical skills alongside character education, especially when working as part of a group or presenting in front of the class. 

· Involve the local community and wider partnership of schools in collaborating through musical activities, such as performances, concerts and shows.  
Implementation: Teaching and Learning

Through Music education we can:

· Improve pupils' skills in literacy by using notation and musical scores, numeracy by learning simple fractions and timing music effectively, history by appreciating a wider variety of music developments and genres, and ICT by using different programs to support teaching.
· Develop pupils' thinking skills

· Promote pupils' awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and moral issues, particularly by introducing them to music from countries/by people who they may not be familiar with. 
· Develop pupils as active citizens.
Organisation of music within the Curriculum
To satisfy the National Curriculum, Music should be taught once per week in all classes. However, at Weald we feel it essential to find opportunities to make links between topics and subjects, encouraging pupils to develop a more cohesive understanding. Therefore, music should find its way into many other periods of the day, rather than solely within an independent music lesson once per week. 
Strategies for the teaching of music
Following the above, subjects such as Forest School can incorporate songs and rhythm into our outdoor education lessons. In History, music can be linked to periods in time and help to reinforce cultural developments.  Likewise, in Geography, lessons can be linked to world music with case studies exploring the contrasts to music that children may be more familiar with. It is also important to include children’s experiences in these sessions to encourage a pupil-led learning experience. 

IMPACT / Assessment and monitoring 

Assessment

Opportunities for assessment will be identified in curriculum overviews for each age group, and these will be based on an assessment of key skills and essential knowledge and understanding of music. Methods of assessment will vary as appropriate to the learning.

· Singing – Pupils will have the opportunity in lessons, assemblies, and school productions to engage in singing and a variety of genres will be covered.
· Reading and Writing Music – Music is a language and notation, both rhythmic and on a stave will be taught as pupils progress through the years. Different skills are required to read music and understand it, whilst also having the knowledge to write and compose their own. 
· Music Appreciation – Pupil understanding is supported heavily by their appreciation for the history of music, their knowledge of different instruments and their awareness of various composers and genres. 
Resources

Much of the curriculum is based on guidelines offered within the recent Model Music Curriculum by the Department for Education. Other resources that teachers use are ones created by the BBC and Chrome Music Lab. 

We have whole class instruments available to Year 3 pupils and upwards. Other percussion instruments and materials are available to pupils in younger year groups. 

As a school partnership, we have a strong link with Sevenoaks School and are able to hire extra resources, including involving members of staff in opportunities for professional development. 
Health and Safety
This policy needs to be read alongside our Health and Safety Policy. Consideration needs to be given to conducting appropriate Risk Assessments and ensuring the safeguarding of children and staff when planning and carrying out activities.
Monitoring and Evaluation
The teaching and learning of Music will be monitored through pupil interviews and in line with the school development plan.  
Character qualities
Key character qualities that are a focus in music are:
1. Courage
2. Perseverance

3. Empathy

4. Self control

5. Curiostiy

6. Social intelligence
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