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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy – Weald Primary School
VISION STATEMENT

Independence and self-confidence are viewed as the key drivers to a happy and productive life and these are nurtured sensitively through Character Education and the caring, positive relationships which underpin everything that we do at Weald. Children are encouraged to fulfil their potential through a broad and creative curriculum that meets the needs of all pupils.

Introduction

This policy outlines the learning, teaching, organisation and management of Early Years at Weald.
The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all Early Years teaching staff.  The responsibility for monitoring and review rests with the EYFS co-ordinator.

AIMS AND INTENT 
At Weald Community Primary School, we pride ourselves on providing the best possible start for all of our Reception children. We recognise how crucial a child’s development is at this stage and understand the fundamental impact it can have on their happiness, on their future outcomes and how it will shape the young person they become.
We cherish each child as an individual and celebrate their uniqueness, recognising that all children learn in different ways and at different rates. We provide a safe and stimulating environment that is irresistible to our children and takes into account their needs and interests. 
Our children are part of a well-balanced, exciting and broad curriculum that provides excellent opportunities and experiences to help them on their journey to becoming a lifelong learner. We aim to develop emotionally intelligent children who can understand and articulate their feelings. We recognise that a language-rich environment is crucial for young children to develop their communication and language skills, including expanding their vocabulary. 
We believe that our children are capable of great achievements and we develop this through having high expectations and through promoting a strong sense of independence. Our children are proud to be independent in their learning and in managing daily self-tasks. We encourage positive relationships with children and adults and work in close partnership with parents. Children are encouraged to communicate with others as they investigate and become critical thinkers and problem solvers.
Implementation: Teaching and Learning

We promote high engagement through high quality planning based on our observation of children’s needs, interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning. We recognise play as being an essential part of our curriculum and ensure we have a good balance of teacher-led and child-led learning. The needs of the children and learning styles are encouraged by using both the indoor and outdoor classroom equally. All resources are displayed on open shelving units so they are accessible at all times so the children can choose where to go, what to use and how. All early years’ staff will have a good understanding of how young children learn and develop and will recognise that learning can take place at all times of the day. These opportunities will be encouraged and extended by using high-quality questioning and modelling. We highly value parents as children’s first educators and recognise the importance of parents being involved with children’s learning. This is done through a weekly newsletter and our learning journal ‘Tapestry’.
The EYFS is made up of seven areas of learning. 

Prime areas:

· Communication and Language

· Personal, social and emotional development

· Physical development

Specific areas:

· Literacy

· Maths

· Understanding our world

· Expressive arts and design

IMPACT / Assessment and monitoring 

Our children will be creative, resilient and independent learners who understand what makes them unique. They will be proud of their class, of their achievements and of the part that they play in our school community. Our children will leave Reception with happy and long-lasting memories of their first year of school and positive relationships will be well embedded between children and adults. Our children will have developed deep knowledge and skills across the seven areas of learning through purposeful opportunities. In readiness for the next stage of learning, our children will have developed the skills needed to take on new challenges. Children leaving the EYFS will have the knowledge required to access the Year One curriculum. In early years, the staff constantly review and evaluate their daily practice and identify their own development points.
Health and Safety
This policy needs to be read alongside our Health and Safety Policy. Consideration needs to be given to conducting appropriate Risk Assessments and ensuring the safeguarding of children and staff when planning and carrying out activities.
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